Melamine Food Insight Blurb
In the past year or two, melamine has been in the U.S. news media. It first gained attention when pet food was contaminated with it and recently when Chinese infant formula was found to have high levels of this chemical. Some health professionals and consumers have been asking thoughtful questions about the safety of infant formula in the United States and what exactly makes melamine so scary.
The problems arose in China when it was suggested that pet foods produced there were contaminated with melamine. Later, Chinese media reported at the beginning of September 2008, that some brands of infant formula were contaminated with melamine. More than 51, 900 infants and young children in China were hospitalized for urinary problems, possible renal tube blockages and possible kidney stones related to the consumption of melamine contaminated infant formula and related dairy products. Six deaths among infants have been confirmed in mainland China.
Melamine is normally used in plastics, adhesives, countertops, dishware, and whiteboards. Melamine is a chemical compound that has a number of industrial uses, including the production of laminates, glues, dinnerware, adhesives, molding compounds, coatings and flame retardants. Melamine is a name used both for the chemical and for the plastic made from it. In this event, all references are to the chemical. There are no approved direct food uses for melamine, nor are there any recommendations in the Codex Alimentarius. Melamine is illegally added to inflate the apparent protein content of food products. Because it is high in nitrogen, the addition of melamine to a food artificially increases the apparent protein content as measured with standard tests. (WHO)
Nutrition and Food Safety Expert Dr. Julie Jones recently had this to say about melamine: 
Melamine is around us. It’s used in making plastic materials that might be in spoons and pot handles, and Formica countertops. It can leach from material or from packaging into the infant formula. That’s how very, very, barely detectable levels of melamine got into the formula. 

Melamine can react with another chemical in the kidney to actually block the formation and the passage of urine. This then causes the kidney to shut down, but we are talking about levels of melamine that are ten thousand times greater than those seen here in the United States. Editor’s note: Data from animal studies show that high levels of melamine cause bladder stones.  When combined with cyanuric acid, which may also be present in crude melamine powder, melamine can form crystals that can lead to kidney stones (taken from IFIC web site).

I have actually, personally advised my cousin and my niece, both who have babies, that they can feel perfectly comfortable about using U.S. produced infant formula. They can feel very confident that U.S. produced infant formula will provide a safe, nutritious alternative and they need not worry about melamine. 
Information from Julie Jones was taken from an interview regarding the safety of melamine in infant formula.
